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Award M1a
Best Cover
Four Color, Large

First Place
   ONE, New York, N.Y., “A mother and her child wait for 
a doctor at a clinic in the Gaza strip” by Steve Sabella
   This cover is a very striking image. Bold colors accen-
tuate the photo and contrast nicely against the dark back-
ground. The headline and subhead are positioned so that 
they complement the image and are very clear to read.
Second Place
   CUA Magazine, Washington, D.C, “The Record, the 
Broadcast & the Nazis” by Tony Fiorini & Donna Hob-
son
   Good use of photography to convey the time period, and 
a feeling of mystery being uncovered. Placement of the 
photo also provides nice negative space for the headline 
and nameplate at the top of the page. Reversed type of the 
headline and subhead is clear and bold against a clean, 
dark background.
Third Place
   Marian Helper, Stockbridge, Mass., “After 91 Days of 
Terror, How Did She Learn to Forgive?” by Felix Carrol 
& Theresa Peloquin
   Very bold cover image. The expression on the young 
girl’s face draws the reader to this cover. The image also 
works well with the headline, making the reader want to 
find out how this girl learned to forgive.
Honorable Mention
   Columbia Magazine, New Haven, Conn. 

Award M1b
Best Cover, Four Color, Small 

First Place
   Spiritual Life, Washington, D.C., “Spiritual Growth 
Through Silence and Reading” 
   Very clean design of the overall cover. Placement of one 
colorful, central image provides a balance for type above 
and below the image
Second Place
   Maryknoll Magazine, Maryknoll, N.Y., “Mission:  Weav-
ing a Seamless Garment” by Sean Sprague
   Nice combination of images to add texture and depth. 
The woven texture over the young girls face complements 
her photo and adds bold color to the cover.
Third Place
   Magnificat, Yonkers, N.Y. 
   Nice use of a painting with Jesus as a strong central 
image. Mary’s halo overlapping the Magnificat nameplate 
helps the colorful image stand out.
Honorable Mention
   MISSION, New York, N.Y., “World mission, Lord, Open 
to Us” by Bernhardt-Fudyma

Award M1c
Best Cover
1, 2, or 3 Color, Any Size

First Place
   Catechism for US, Cincinnati, Ohio, “Love, Respect and 
Justice for All” by Mike Winegardner
   A strong central image and clean layout overall. Comple-
mentary color choices allow headlines to stand out and 
body type to be very readable. The nameplate also stands 
out well at the top of the page.

Second Place
   Catholic Update, Cincinnati, Ohio, “How Shall I fast? 
Daily Meditations For Lent” by June Pfaff Daley
   The collaged photos that make up the main image are 
nicely contained and tie-in well with the story headline. 
Nice use of color, especially in the photos, to give the 
appearance of more than two colors.
Third Place
   Catholic Update, Cincinnati, Ohio, “Creationism: 
What’s a Catholic to Do?” 
   Nice central image connected to a secondary image 
at the bottom of the page. The placement of the two 
images helps guide the reader through the page. Colors 
work well together too.
Honorable Mention
   Walking With the Saints, Cincinnati, Ohio, “Male 
Founders:  Answering God’s Call” by Connie Wolfer

Award M2
Best Short Story

First Place
   U.S. Catholic, Chicago, Ill., “A Wave Rushed Over” 
by Marjorie Maddox
   I like the imagery of swimming in a silent under the 
water world and that connects us to a baby swimming 
in the amniotic fluid. Megan and Todd want a baby and 
spend years trying to make one. Finally they try in vitro 
fertilization and she waits for the baby to form inside 
her. The ending is nebulous but we see Megan’s love of 
her niece and an acceptance of her niece Claire no mat-
ter what she has done (an abortion?) nd the realization 
that no matter what happens to the baby inside, Megan 
will still have a kind of daughter in her niece Claire.
Second Place
   St. Anthony Messenger, Cincinnati, Ohio, “Perseids” 
by Dianna Graveman
   After 26 years of marriage and with all their kids raised, 
a couple discovers they are going to have another baby.  
Against the backdrop of watching the “greatest light 

show in the world,” they face that epiphany (moment of 
revelation) about another beginning, another light show.  
I like the intimacy in the first person narration from the 
wife’s viewpoint.
Third Place
   St. Anthony Messenger, Cincinnati, Ohio, “The Prom-
ise” by Jody Evans
   Even though I had trouble with the wife asking per-
mission from her husband to get a tube of lipstick (come 
on—this is 2008!!), I found the story had poignancy.  It 
flashes back to the time they met outside the theater that 
his parents owned, and how on Thursday (and many 
other Thursdays) he told her the plot of Breakfast at Tif-
fanys. From then on Thursdays had special meaning to 
them and they had not missed a Thursday together for 
45 years.
Honorable Mention
   St. Anthony Messenger, Cincinnati, Ohio, “Old Lady 
Christmas” by David Hull

Award M3a
Best Essay
General Interest Magazines

First Place
   Liguorian, Liguori, Mo., “Rest, Worship and Com-
munity:  Living the Third Commandment” by Timothy 
E. O’Connell, Ph.D
   This starts with good anecdote and strays briefly into 
a treatise on the Ten Commandments as a whole, before 
coming back to the subject. Good analogies and exam-
ples give life to what could have been a dull sermon.
Second Place
   U.S. Catholic, Chicago, Ill., “Is This the Best We Can 
Do?” by Peter Nixon
   This begins by describing a universal experience for 
Catholic parents, then moves along well. It is clear the 
author has strong opinions on the subject and has data to 
back them up in this thought-provoking piece.
Third Place
   St. Anthony Messenger, Cincinnati, Ohio, “Rub My 
Feet” by Robert L. Vogt
   This finds its theme early on and sticks with it, carry-
ing out and expanding it metaphorically to the end.
Honorable Mention
   Commonweal, New York, N.Y., “The Mary We Never 
Knew” by Sally Cunneen
   Commonweal, New York, N.Y., “The Gentle Darwin-
ians” by Peter Quinn
   Faith & Family Magazine, North Haven, Conn., “The 
Last Love Language” by Danielle Bean

Award M3b
Best Essay
Mission Magazines

First Place
   Maryknoll Magazine, Maryknoll, N.Y., “Beatitudes:  
Blessed are They Who Mourn” by Reverend Joseph 
Fedora, M.M.
   This short piece opens with a graphic, affecting 
description of human suffering. It has an unified theme 
carried through a narrative of one person’s effort to 
comfort another.
Second Place
   ONE, New York, N.Y., “Ethiopian Orthodoxy at a 
Crossroads” by Vincent Pelletier, FSC
   While the opening is a bit weak, the reader is rewarded 
with an informative piece about a version of Christian-
ity that’s probably unlike any they’ve heard of. It’s 

Award M1a, Best Cover, Four Color, Large, First Place, ONE, 
New York, N.Y.
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a bit scholarly, yet it has messages relevant to western 
Catholics.
Third Place
   Glenmary Challenge, Cincinnati, Ohio, 
Father Joe Dean, Decent, Kind and Hope Filled” by Fr. 
Neil Pezzulo
   The lead doesn’t quite work-- it’s a stretch to connect 
Father Dean to the kindergarten book-- but the rest of the 
piece is a delightful anecdote that illustrates some of the 
signature values of this experienced priest.

Award M3c
Best Essay
Religious Order 
Magazines

First Place
   Heart, St. Louis, Mo., “Finding God-- and Hope-- in the 
Ravaged Bayous of Louisiana” by Melanie Guste, RSCJ
   This essay is a great expression of a personal experience 
written with the framework that gives it a broader mean-
ing and larger interpretation for readers. Great descriptive 
prose about one woman’s preservation of her faith after 
experiencing the devastation of Hurricane Katrina. 
Second Place
   The Abbey Banner, Collegeville, Minn., “Gardens 
Galore from Eden to the Abbey” by Bruce Wollmering, 
OSB, Richard Oliver, OSB, and David Klingeman, OSB
   This feature story is a blend of history, faith, and the 
resurgence in popularity of local produce, and that resur-
gence’s impact on The Abbey.
Third Place
   The Anthonian, East Rutherford, N.J., “Sheltering the 
Homeless” by Fr. Todd Carpenter, OFM
   Good use of research, quotes, and descriptions of the 
shelter and its patrons.

Award M3d
Best Essay
Professional & Special 
Interest Magazines

First Place
   Momentum, Washington, D.C., “Marching for All Life” 
by Christian Tomsey
   The writer captured the debate over the term pro-life and 
effectively selected strong details and comments from the 
students on the trip that made the essay move smoothly 
and helped support the main point of the essay concisely.
Second Place
   CUA Magazine, Washington, D.C., “Value Family” by 
Very Rev. David M. O’Connell, CM
   The writer wastes few words in making his point. He 
finds common ground for many readers, relates it to fami-
lies today, and calls on readers to take action.
Third Place
   Catholic Cemetary, Hillside, Ill., “I was Hungry & You 
Gave Me to Eat” by Roman Szabelski
   A creative way to make a point - asking readers what 
kind of bread they would be and offering up his ideas of 
the attributes certain breads might offer.
Honorable Mention
   Celebrate!, Edmonton, Alberta, “Becoming Participants 
of the Divine Nature” by Keith J. Egan

Award M3e
Best Essay
Scholarly Magazines

First Place
   National Catholic Bioethics Quarterly, Philadelphia, 
Pa., “On Marriage and Metaphysics” by Robert E. 
Rodes, Jr.
   The author uses a variety of interesting techniques to 
frame the discussion of same-sex marriage, from the 
references to Cole Porter to key legislative develop-
ments. The article is well researched and discusses a 
timely issue.
Second Place
    National Catholic Bioethics Quarterly, Philadelphia, 
Pa., “The Duty to Care: When Health Care Workers 
Face Personal Risk” by Marie T. Hilliard, R.N.
   This well-researched article will help health care work-
ers to understand their obligations to care when they 
face personal risk, such as when caring for patients with 
SARS. The author incorporates both legal and ethical 
issues in this thorough discussion.
Third Place
   Catholic Southwest, Pflugerville, Texas, “Pueblo 
Revolt” by John P. Ellis
   In his well-researched article, Ellis paints a vivid his-
tory of the Pueblo Revolt. It is easy to read and contains 
fascinating bits of information.

Award M3f
Best Essay
Prayer & Spirituality Magazines

First Place
   Spiritual Life, Washington, D.C., “Narciscism and 
Conversion” by C. Kevin Gillespie
   Using the insight of modern psychology, the author 
brings spiritual thought into the 21st century by shed-
ding light on the idea that narcissism both exists in dif-
ferent states of maturity and disputes it’s “inherently” 

negative nature. Using rationale and story-telling, the 
idea is that narcissism can be a coping mechanism to 
bring people closer to themselves, others and God. A 
progressive and well-written piece, “Narcissism and 
Conversion” is a thought provoking and modern piece 
of spiritual journalism.
Second Place
   Spiritual Life, Washington, D.C., “The Gift of Empa-
thy” by Normandie Gaitley
   The article has a personal appeal through commonality 
in life experiences and identifies with personal struggles 
that people face everyday. The link between empathy 
and self-awareness is not commonly explored in such 
direct terms. The subject matter is both interesting and 
enlightening. Touching on the epistemology, the presen-
tation of fallibility associated with perception is brought 
another level of understanding to the subject matter.
Third Place
   Magnificat, Yonkers, N.Y., “The Descent of the Holy 
Spirit” by Fr. William M. Joensen
   Brief and insightful look into the Holy Spirit and its 
role in people’s lives and the Church. Although the focus 
is on the Holy Spirit, the author makes reference to its 
functional position within the Holy Trinity, although not 
named directly. This piece is a good refresher piece for 
those acquainted with the material and a good introduc-
tion piece for those just beginning to explore.

Award M3g
Best Essay
General Interest Newsletters

First Place
   Catholic Update, Cincinnati, Ohio, “What Catholics 
Should Know About Solidarity” by Marie J. Giblin
   This is a thorough discussion of the subject that rarely 
goes off course and offers practical ways to implement 
lessons about solidarity.
Second Place
   Catholic Update, Cincinnati, Ohio, “Creationism: 
What’s a Catholic to Do?” by Michael D. Guinan, 
O.F.M.
   The lead puts the debate in context, emphasizing the 
subject’s importance and relevance. The organization is 
logical, with clear explanation and description.
Third Place
   Catholic Update, Cincinnati, Ohio, “Biblical Jerusa-
lem: City of Tears, City of Hope” by Donald Senior, 
C.P.
   This piece is slow to get started, but finally puts the 
city in both historical and metaphorical contexts.

Award M3h
Best Essay
Special Interest Newsletters

First Place
   Ethics and Medics, Philadelphia, Pa., “The Pill and 
Breast Cancer Risk” by Timothy P. Collins, M.D.
   Dr. Collins lays out the case that birth control pills 
are bad, not only because they violate the teachings of 
the Church, but they also pose serious health risks. He 
states his intention clearly in the opening paragraph, 
then lays out a convincing case for his thesis. He sums 
up his argument, showing that the Church and science 
agree on this subject. This essay stands out in that it is 
well organize, written clearly, it stays focused, and it 
effectively proves its point.

Award M3g, Best Essay, General Interest Newsletter, First Place, 
Catholic Update, Cincinnati, Ohio.




